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n 1775, Prince Hall and fourteen other Black men joined

-reemasonry through a British military lodge. A few years

ater, they started African Lodge, which received its official
charter from the Grand Lodge of England in 1784.

These men helped lay the foundation for a growing
network of Black Masonic lodges. Members came
together, chose their own leaders, and supported people in
their communities. At a time when slavery and racism
limited Black people’s opportunities, these lodges gave
Black men a place to build, lead, and serve.
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Ogden, a Black mariner, helped them get a charter from the Grand
United Order in England. The first American lodge opened in 1843.

~ As the organization grew, members collected money to help one
another, supported families in need, and chose their own leaders.
Women also formed the Households of Ruth. Together, these groups
gave members a way to build friendships and help each other through

ﬂckne‘s’s hardship, and loss. %
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In 1861, Marshall Taylor, William N. Hazelton, and other Black
organizers started the United Brothers of Friendship in
Louisville. The organization began during the Civil War and

grew into a larger network of Black members and local
chapters.

Black women also formed the Sisters of the Mysterious Ten,
which became part of the order. Members came together to
support one another, help families in need, and take on
leadership roles. Both organizations played an important part in
strengthening Black communities.
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1899, Maggie Lena er became a leader inthe
organization. She used her position to help create more

~ economic opportunities for Black people. Mary Prout

i and Maggie Lena Walker show us how Black women

helped build organizations that cared for their

s communities and opened doors for others.
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Black men and women have built organizations that bring people together
through fellowship, leadership, and service. Before the founding of the Divine
Nine, fraternal orders were raising money, caring for sick members, supporting
families, and creating opportunities to lead.

Recognizing these earlier organizations alongside the Divine Nine gives us a
fuller understanding of Black community life. Each organization has its own
history and contributions. Together, these histories reflect generations of

commitment to supporting Black communities and creating opportunities for ;E
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