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f' In 1995, the Garifuna won legal
'~ status as one of Guatemala's
Indigenous peoples under the.
Agreement on Identity and Rights
& o Indigenous Peoples, a year before r
"peace accords formally ended the

war. ) 4

Guatemala now recognizes four
peoples: the Ladino majority, and
three Indigenous peoples, Maya,
Xinca, and Garifuna.
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The I|m|ted recognition of Black Guatemalan history
does not mean African-descended people were
absent. Colonial records document their presence
directly.
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But over centuries, several forces worked against
remembering it: racial classifications shifted,
mestizaje absorbed African ancestry into a broader
Ladino identity, and 19th-century scientific racism
actively encouraged forgetting African origins in
the historical record.
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Even in the 20th century, a truth commission built
to document a genocide had no plan in place to
hear from one of the country’'s own Black
communities.
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