Enslaved
Black people
also escaped
into MeXico




THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD IS COMMONLY
ASSOCIATED WITH ESCAPES NORTH TOWARD FREE
STATES AND CANADA. HOWEVER, MANY ENSLAVED
PEOPLE IN THE “DEEP SOUTH’> AND TEXAS
TRAVELED TO MEXICO, AND CROSSING THE RIO
GRANDE COULD PLACE THEM BEYOND THE LEGAL

REACH OF AMERICAN SLAVERY.
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Abolished Slavery

6 PRESIDENT VICENTE GUERRERO ABOLISHED

SLAVERY IN MEXICO, ALTHOUGH TEXAS

TEMPORARILY RECEIVED AN EXEMPTION. | [ ,‘_' _

@ AFTER TEXAS SEPARATED FROM B
MEXICO IN 1836, ITS
CONSTITUTION PROTECTED
SLAVERY. MEXICO, HOWEVER,
REMAINED A NEARBY
DESTINATION WHERE ENSLAVERS’

CLAIMS WERE NOT LEGALLY

RECOGNIZED.




Juring war

DURING THE TEXAS REVOLUTION,
ENSLAVED BLACK FAMILIES USED THE
MEXICAN ARMY AS AN AVENUE

TOWARD FREEDOM. IN APRIL 1836,

GENERAL JOSE DE URREA RECORDED
THAT FOURTEEN ENSLAVED PEOPLE
AND THEIR FAMILIES REACHED HIS
FORCES. RATHER THAN RETURN THEM
TO THEIR ENSLAVERS, URREA WROTE
THAT HE ““SENT THEM FREE”’ TO

VICTORIA, MEXICO.
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FREEDOM SEEKERS TRAVELED TOWARD
CROSSINGS NEAR MATAMOROS AND PIEDRAS
NEGRAS. DESPITE MEXICO’S PROXIMITY, THEY
FACED EXTREME HEAT, HUNGER, UNFAMILIAR
TERRAIN, ARMED PATROLS AND SLAVE
CATCHERS. SOME TRAVELED IN GROUPS,
ACQUIRED HORSES OR CARRIED WEAPONS TO

DEFEND THEIR FREEDOM.
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MEXICANS, TEJANOS, SOME GERMAN
| SETTLERS AND BLACK SEMINOLE
COMMUNITIES PROVIDED
INFORMATION, SHELTER OR
PROTECTION. HOWEVER, THE “
 SOUTHERN NETWORK WAS LESS
ORGANIZED THAN MANY NORTHERN g
ROUTES. AS A RESULT, ENSLAVED
BLACK PEOPLE REMAINED THE

PRIMARY PLANNERS OF THEIR

W

ESCAPES. &
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- ¢ MEXICO
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TEXAS ENSLAVERS REPEATEDLY
DEMANDED AN EXTRADITION
AGREEMENT. MEXICO REFUSED.
ITS CONSTITUTION OF 1857
DECLARED THAT AN ENSLAVED
- PERSON ENTERING MEXICAN
\ TERRITORY RECEIVED FREEDOM
AND LEGAL PROTECTION. THIS
" RESULTED IN, THE RI0 GRANDE

BECOMING A LINE OF

RESISTANCE TO AMERICAN

SLAVERY.




BLACK FREEDOM SEEKERS COULD STILL

 ENCOUNTER RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, KIDNAPPING

AND EXPLOITATIVE LABOR IN MEXICO. HOWEVER,

THEY WERE NO LONGER LEGALLY OWNED AND
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POSSESSED RIGHTS UNAVAILABLE UNDER
AMERICAN SLAVERY. SOME WORKED, MARRIED
'AND ESTABLISHED NEW LIVES IN MEXICAN

COMMUNITIES.
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